
W E ’ R E  H E R E  TO  H E L P  YO U !  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  V I S I T  U S  AT  N O R T H TO W N S H I P T R U S T E E .C O M . 

If you haven’t yet heard, our on-demand transit 
program is wildly successful with more trips 
than ever before and high satisfaction resulting 
from efficiencies we’ve built into the system.

If anyone had told me even two years ago that 
Dial-a-Ride would make more than 50,000 
trips a year, I wouldn’t have believed them – but 
that’s exactly where we find ourselves today. 

We knew there was a need. That demand 
is reinforced each month our trip numbers 
continue to grow.

A federal grant got us to where we are today. 
Unfortunately, Congestion Mitigation Air 
Quality funds provide limited-term grants – 
in the case of North Township, that money 
stops next year. The Regional Development 
Authority has also chipped in funds to help us 
keep pace with demand.

The problem: As grateful as I am for the 
grants we’ve secured, they are only a temporary 
fix to a permanent challenge. On-demand 
transportation isn’t a temporary condition. 

The disabled, as well as those who no longer 
drive, will still need to get to the doctor or 
grocery store long after the last of the existing 

grant dollars have been spent.

I am looking at options and talking to elected 
leaders to find permanent funding that will keep 
this vital transportation link humming for years 
to come.

Within the next 90 days, North Township will 
be adding an online portal that provides Dial-
A-Ride information as well as links to all local
mass transit options.

Please, enjoy your summer. Take advantage of 
our concerts, the opportunity to commune with 
nature at our very own Wicker Memorial Park 
or hit a round of golf on our links. 

Stay tuned for exciting developments ahead.

LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

“On-demand transportation isn’t temporary, 
township program needs permanent funding”

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee

WICKER PARK COMES ALIVE WITH NEW TREES
A grant from the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative is putting the green back into the 
Wicker Memorial Park golf course.

Already this spring, 80 poplar, tulip, birch, 
locust and cypress saplings have replaced some 
of the ash trees felled by the emerald ash borer. 
Another 40 fir, elm, oak and black gums are 
scheduled to be planted this fall.

It is a cycle that will continue as the park staff 
works to replace the 675 trees that fought a 
losing battle with the borer.

“The new trees stabilize the soil and reduce 
the flow of untreated water reaching the Little 
Calumet River,” Wicker Memorial Park Super-
intendent Brett Bierman said. “These saplings 
are hearty and will become a beautiful canopy 
again. It’s just going to take time.” s

NEWS TIP? STORY IDEA?
Send your suggestions to: 
northtownship@theideafactory.us.com
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HAMMOND OFFICE

5947 Hohman Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46320 
PHONE: (219) 932-2530 
FAX: (219) 937-4412 
HOURS: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  Monday – Thursday
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East Chicago, IN 46312

PHONE: (219) 398-2435  
FAX: (219) 397-2190 
HOURS: 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday – Friday

HESSVILLE CIRCLE OF SERVICES

2835-165th Street 
Hammond, IN 46323 
PHONE: (219) 803-0659 
HOURS: 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday – Friday

L I K E  U S  O N  FA C E B O O K !

EMERALD ASH BORER
The emerald ash borer kills ash trees by disrupting 
their conductive tissues, which means water and 
other nutrients can’t reach the highest levels of 
the tree and it begins to die. 

First detected in Indiana in 2004, Munster began 
seeing large tracts of ash canopy destroyed by 
burgeoning populations of the marauding insect 
in established neighborhoods several years ago.
Today, the emerald ash borer has wreaked havoc 
throughout North Township, killing thousands of 
mature ash trees. 

WHAT’S NEXT?
Wicker Park crews will repeat the process, 
removing another 175 trees in the fall and winter 
and planting replacements in the spring.

INFO:  Call Wicker Park Superintendent Brett 
Bierman at (219) 838-3420.


