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NORTH TOWNSHIP SAVES MONEY  
IN PILOT PRESCRIPTION PROGRAM

GARY,  IND.
94

In this issue of the North Township 
Navigator, you have the opportunity to learn 
of an innovative initiative that shows the 
rewards of collaboration.

The ability of our township to work with 
higher education, nonprofits, foundations, 
private corporations and other units of 
government is giving us an unprecedented 
opportunity to provide greater services 
for residents in Whiting, Hammond, East 
Chicago, Munster and Highland.

Ezekiel Battles is our first success story of 
a unique partnership forged between Ivy 
Tech, Holistic Community Coalition, the 
foundations of East Chicago, Schneider 
Trucking and North Township. 

I am convinced he will not be our last.

In upcoming weeks and with the assistance 
and support of all these groups, Ezekiel will 
be starting a program to learn how to drive a 
big rig. In need of a new career, he can look 
at graduating in a few short months with 
a job and a salary that will more than help 
him maintain a decent standard of living. 
For every success, Schneider Trucking has 
pledged to donate funds to help train others.

It’s the very best news I could hope to hear.

Our goal at the township is to help make 
people self-sufficient but we know we can’t 
do it without the support and assistance of 
others who have faith and believe as we do. 
We are grateful – and so is Ezekiel.

LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

Groundbreaking partnership changing lives 
– and the status quo – in North Township

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee
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EAST CHICAGO OFFICE
2105 Broadway, East Chicago, IN 46312

Phone: (219) 398-2435  Fax: (219) 397-2190

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Tuesday through Friday; closed Mondays.

HAMMOND OFFICE

5947 Hohman Ave., Hammond, IN 46320

Phone: (219) 932-2530 Fax: (219) 937-4412

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Monday through Thursday; closed Fridays 

HESSVILLE OFFICE
Circle of Services, 2835-165th St. 
Hammond, IN 46323

Phone: (219) 803.0659

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Monday through Friday

Five weeks into a pilot prescription drug 
program, North Township is already reaping 
significant savings.

Known as Data Rx, Chief Deputy Jane Dudley 
said prescriptions that cost the township $3,700 
in December now cost $900, which saved 
$2,800 in a single month.

“We went into this program because we were 
looking for cost savings but even we weren’t 
expecting to save more than two-thirds,” she said. 
“The other benefit is that it streamlines processes 
and makes it easier for our clients and for us.”

With an annual average cost of about $40,000 in 
prescription drug benefits for township clients, 
Dudley said she expects the agency to realize 
about $25,000 in savings in 2013.

“That is money that can be used for other deserv-
ing programs,” she said. “We are always looking 
to save money on one program to fund another.”

The township’s partner in the program is Fagen 
Pharmacy. “We are expecting other townships 
to join,” she said. “They may not see the volume 
that we do but they should see a similar percent-
age reduction in their costs.” s

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Data Rx is a Georgia-based company that provides 
health savings programs for insurance brokers, 
third-party administrators, employers, municipalities, 
HMOs, hospitals and pharmacy groups throughout 
the United States. “Data Rx partners with clients to 
provide the highest quality prescription healthcare 
services at the lowest possible price.”

HOW YOU QUALIFY

North Township’s prescription drug assistance 
program is available to low income individuals and 
families who reside in East Chicago, Hammond, 
Highland, Munster and Whiting. Income requirements 
are listed online at www.northtownshiptrustee.com.  
If you need assistance paying for prescription 
medications and believe you qualify, call the trustree’s 
office at (219) 932-2530.


