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LOCAL FAMILIES STEP UP TO THE 
PLATE TO HELP TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

GARY,  IND.
94

North Township is always looking for new 
ways to create opportunities for individuals 
who want to better themselves.

Our programs work better when we 
involve higher education, government, 
social service agencies and faith-based 
organizations. Our safety net is much 
stronger with all of those dedicated 
individuals and organizations on board. 

We are blessed to have so many partners 
stepping forward, offering resources to 
work with us to help guarantee our citizens 
will succeed when given the chance.

I’d like to tell you about our most recent 
initiative, which is providing 15 individuals 
the education they need to become patient 
access specialists – a vital new position for 
healthcare providers as they transition to the 
Affordable Care Act.

We had 72 people who arrived, hoping to 
get a spot in the classes that are being held 
at Ivy Tech. Work One – the state agency 
involved with all facets of unemployment 
– offered to pay the tuition. Catholic
Charities, the Salvation Army, Geminus and 
the International Intercommunity Alliance 
are working with us to provide childcare 
services and other day-to-day necessities. 

It takes all of us working together to help 
lift folks out of poverty. In two short 
months, these individuals will make a living 
wage. In the short term, they will be able to 
pay their own way in the world and support 
their families. In the longer term, they will 
be the renters who will purchase homes and 
help build even stronger communities.

LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

We are blessed to have so many partners 
offering resources to township residents

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee

W E ’ R E  H E R E  TO  H E L P  YO U !  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  V I S I T  U S  AT  N O R T H TO W N S H I P T R U S T E E .C O M . 

HAMMOND OFFICE

5947 Hohman Ave., Hammond, IN 46320 
Phone: (219) 932-2530 Fax: (219) 937-4412 
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Monday – Thursday

EAST CHICAGO OFFICE

2105 Broadway, East Chicago, IN 46312 
Phone: (219) 398-2435  Fax: (219) 397-2190 
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday – Friday 

HESSVILLE CIRCLE OF SERVICES
2835-165th St., Hammond, IN 46323 
Phone: (219) 803.0659 
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday – Friday

When Lisa and Dave Kusiak begin collecting 
new and gently used winterwear for the North 
Township Trustee and Kusiak Care’s coat drive, 
they know the Salzeiders will have their back.

What began as a way for John and Robin  
Salzeider to teach their young daughter the  
value of helping others has morphed into a  
full-fledged charity that has been granted its 
own 501(c)3 designation. Their daughter is  
now a college student.

“We were planning on throwing a Christmas 
Party in 2001 when John read that Haven House 
needed Teddy Bears,” Robin said. “We decided 
to ask people we invited to bring a Teddy Bear or 
donate a few dollars to help us buy one.”

The family, which has grown to include two 
young sons, moved forward with a singular goal 
– that every dollar raised would be donated.

The Highland residents host a series of fund-
raisers each year – including a Cubs rooftop 
event and a golf outing at Wicker Memorial Park 
– to raise donations and awareness that helps

others, including generous contributions to the 
township coat drive, which provided 900 coats to 
residents of all ages last year. 

The family has been amazed at their success – 
and the generosity of others. 

“At our first Cubs rooftop event, we were hoping 
to sell 40 tickets,” Robin said. “It has grown. We 
sold 350 tickets to the event last year.”

The family says their greatest joy is in helping 
others. “We could never do this without the 
generosity of others,” John said. “The people of 
Highland have a real sense of community and are 
always so generous in giving to help others.” s

6TH ANNUAL COAT DRIVE
After collecting gently used coats/jackets and buying 
new ones with donated funds, North Township Trustee 
and Kusiak Care’s 6th annual coat drive will distribute 
hundreds of winter items to township residents.

WHEN:  9 a.m. to noon Nov. 16 
WHERE:  Wicker Memorial Park 
INFO: Call the trustee’s office at (219) 932-2530, ext. 331.

L I K E  U S  O N  FA C E B O O K !


