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Long before the sun peeks up over the eastern 
horizon, Mark Corey is brewing the coffee and 
getting ready to start his work 
day at the Wicker Memorial 
Park Pro Shop.

Many think it’s remarkable 
that Corey, who is well past 
the typical age of retirement, 
remains on the job. Others 
think it’s extraordinary that 
he works every day of the 
year – and, yes, that includes 
holidays and weekends – and 
has been doing it for the last 
25 years.

Corey, who will be a spry 88 
in February, sees it simply as 
doing what he loves most.

“When I sold the bakery, I 
had nothing to do and it was 
driving me nuts,” said Corey, as he prepared for 
the Pro Shop’s Christmas party. “When I first 
started, I was parking carts and it worked itself 
into a full-time job – taking care of the old guys 
who golf here.”

The man who is quick to laugh and even quicker 
to smile, arrives every morning at 4:30 with 

doughnuts in hand.

No matter the season, tempera-
ture or humidity, Corey knows 
it won’t be long before members 
of the park’s golfing posse will be 
out in force. “Golfers are goofy,” 
he said. “Thanksgiving – they 
were here. They’ll be here Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s, too.”

If there is too much frost on the 
greens in the winter or storms 
the rest of the year, the guys 
will sit down to a fast – or slow 
– game of cards. A couple of
times a year, he has a pig roast.
On St. Patrick’s Day, the group
celebrates with corned beef and
cabbage.

“I’ve never played a game of golf in my life 
but I love it here,” Corey said. “ I love meet-
ing with the guys and taking care of the new 
people who come in. This job is what keeps 
me going.” s
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With a lifetime of living in Northwest 
Indiana under my belt, I am used to 
the seasons and actually welcome crisp 
temperatures, just as many of you do. It is 
a consistent reminder that the needs of our 
township residents change with the seasons. 
We provide more assistance with utilities 
this time of year and work to make the 
season bright even if family resources 
are running low. We have tried to include 
resources in this issue of the North 
Township Navigator you can use – whether 
that is signing up for help in shoveling your 
walk when the snows finally come or you 
find your winter coat simply won’t make 
it through another January and you missed 
this year’s coat drive. 

We have an initiative that has been in place 
about six months to help families keep their 
pets by providing food for them. Already, 
we provide about 1,200 pounds of pet 
food every month. The township’s field 
investigators believe the actual need is more 
than double that amount and we continue to 
encourage donations of food and pet toys to 
supplement what we have.
I wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! I hope to 
see you at one of the many activities that 
will be happening in and around North 
Township this winter.
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As residents’ needs change with the seasons, 
we’re here to help with winter assistance plans

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee
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EAST CHICAGO OFFICE
2105 Broadway, East Chicago, IN 46312

Phone: (219) 398-2435  Fax: (219) 397-2190

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Tuesday through Friday; closed Mondays.

HAMMOND OFFICE

5947 Hohman Ave., Hammond, IN 46320

Phone: (219) 932-2530 Fax: (219) 937-4412

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Monday through Thursday; closed Fridays 

HESSVILLE OFFICE
Circle of Services, 2835-165th St. 
Hammond, IN 46323

Phone: (219) 803.0659

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Monday through Friday

Mark Corey works every day of the 
year at the Wicker Park Pro Shop 
and has been doing it for 25 years.


