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Every Wednesday and Friday, Theresa Buzin-
ski boards the mini bus from her home in the 
Roxana neighborhood of East Chicago to First 
Church in Highland and gives thanks for North 
Township’s Dial-a-Ride transit.

Buzinski began using Dial-a-Ride for grocery 
shopping and then for a exercise class after her 
husband died more than 20 years ago.

“My doctor told me I needed to find an exercise 
class that combined weight-bearing activities 
with exercise to keep me moving on my own,” 
she said. “I listened and took his advice to heart.  
I found the class that was right for me in 
Munster. A few years ago it moved to Highland. 
Because all of these communities are in North 
Township, I have been able to use the township 
transit system. I appreciate that it’s here.”

Transit Director Jerry Siska said the North Town-
ship on-demand transit system was created for 
riders, like Buzinski, who need door-to-door ser-
vice and have no other means to get to doctor’s 
appointments, shopping or therapy without it.

“Last year, we provided 10,205 trips to North 
Township residents,” said Siska, whose job it is to 
ensure that the township’s three drivers maximize 
their time providing about 45-50 daily round 
trip rides. “The service is available to any resident 

of North Township to destinations within the 
five township communities – Whiting, East Chi-
cago, Hammond, Munster and Highland.”

The service is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
Trips must be scheduled within 72 hours.

“We try to maximize our efforts to get everybody 
taken care of and many days that is a challenge,” 
Siska said. “We like what we do and the service 
we are able to provide primarily to the senior and 
disabled community. Because our service is door-
to-door, we are able to minimize the time that 
any rider spends in the cold – or heat – as well as 
the distance they travel to get into the vehicle.”

Buzinski said the transit service does more than 
simply take her to her destination – it provides 
twice-weekly access to the group she exercises 
with, who have become like family.

“I am grateful for this service. I know Dial-a-
Ride is busy so I have worked it out that I get a 
ride home from exercise. I would not be able to 
get there at all if it wasn’t for Dial-a-Ride.” s
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I am pleased to be able to welcome you to 
the inaugural issue of the North Township 
Navigator. 
This newsletter has been created for you 
and with your needs in mind. Whether 
you need help making ends meet or are 
simply looking for a great way to enjoy the 
outdoors, we look forward to serving you.
As Indiana townships go, ours is large and 
diverse. North Township includes about 
170,000 individuals, who hail from Munster 
and Highland on the south and Hammond, 
East Chicago and Whiting on the north. We 
are one of the heavy hitters when it comes 
to industry and are increasingly attracting 
retail to our commercial corridors.

I consider it my privilege to serve as your 
North Township Trustee. My background: 
I grew up and went to school in Hammond 
and I am raising my family in Highland. 
In this issue, we have provided information 
to help you learn more about the township 
and how we work to help our residents. I am 
eager to introduce you to the fabulous staff 
who work with me to provide assistance, 
transportation and entertainment to and for 
our residents.
Have a wonderful summer. Hope to see you 
at the park!

LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

New newsletter promises to deliver fascinating 
features and the latest township news

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee
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HAMMOND OFFICE
5947 Hohman Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46320

Phone: (219) 932-2530 
Fax: (219) 937-4412

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday; closed Fridays

EAST CHICAGO OFFICE
2105 Broadway Street 
East Chicago, Indiana 46312

Phone: (219) 398-2435 
Fax: (219) 397-2190

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday; closed Mondays.

HOW TO SCHEDULE A TRIP

Dial-a-Ride operates Monday through Friday except 
holidays. To learn more about Dial-a-Ride on-demand 
transit system or to schedule a trip, call Jerry Siska at 
(219) 932-2530. Follow the prompts and push #4. 


